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Maritza McClendon, who in 2004 became the first black woman to make the U.S. Olympic swim team, helps O’Neill Cornish, 9, of 
Capitol Heights learn to float during a swimming workshop at Fort Meade organized by the Sigma Gamma Rho sorority. 


‘Its about getting more 
people into the pool’ 


Sorority working to teach more African-Americans to swim 


By ANDREA K. MCDANIELS 
The Baltimore Sun 


The children lined up along the side of 
the pool at the Gaffney Fitness Center at 
Fort Meade like ducks behind their 
mother. 

Volunteer coaches guided them into the 
water and ran through basic swimming 
techniques. The children ducked their 
faces underwater and blew bubbles, then 
kicked their way across the pool with the 
aid of coaches who pulled them along by 
their hands. Then they floated on their 
backs; their arms and legs spread wide. 

The youngsters were taking part in a 
swim clinic organized by Sigma Gamma 
Rho, an African-American sorority. The 
organization, in partnership with USA 
Swimming, has been hosting swim clinics 
and other events around the country for 
five years to address the large number of 
African-Americans who can’t swim and 
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McClendon, an honorary member of 
Sigma Gamma Rho, lets Maddox Cherry, 8, 
of Clarksburg wear the Olympic silver 
medal she won in 2004 and other awards. 
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sometimes drown. They named the initia- 
tive Swim 1922 as a tribute to the year the 
sorority was founded. 

Sixty-four percent of African-American 
children can’t swim; they drown at a rate 
nearly three times higher than their white 
peers, according to USA Swimming, the 
national governing body for the sport 

In Maryland, the disparity in drowning 
is not as great. One of every 100,000 white 
people died by drowning in 2012 compared 
to 13 of every 100,000 African-Americans, 
according to the Maryland Health Depart- 
ment. The Baltimore City Health Depart- 
ment said whites drowned at higher rates 
in the city but officials haven’t explored the 
reason. 

The Sigma Gamma Rho initiative is part 
of a broader effort by USA Swimming to 
increase the sport’s diversity. 

The national disparity in drownings has 
been a problem for some time, one that 
See SWIMMING, page 9 


Feud over 
Paterakis 
estate roils 
his family 
Second wife sues his 


children, others, alleging 
they concealed millions 


By JEAN MARBELLA 
The Baltimore Sun 


The second wife of the late John 
Paterakis is suing the bakery magnate’s 
children, alleging in a lawsuit she filed 
Monday that they concealed millions of 
dollars of his estimated $1 billion fortune to 
deny her what she calls her “rightful share.” 

In a suit filed in Baltimore Circuit Court, 
Roula Paterakis charged that his six chil- 
dren from his first marriage, a grandchild 
and two others took millions of dollars from 
the “cash hoards” the owner of H&S Bakery 
kept in his office safe and elsewhere. 

The lawsuit makes explosive charges and 
describes a feud within one of Baltimore’s 
legendary families, including allegations of 
cash being secreted out of an office safe 
while the patriarch was hospitalized, and 
arguments erupting in fancy Harbor East 
restaurants. 

Paterakis, who was 87 when he died on 
Oct. 16, 2016, famously turned his immigrant 
father’s small rowhouse bakery into a huge 
commercial operation that supplies 
See ESTATE, page 6 
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A flag is visible on one of the greens at Sparrows Point Country Club. Nine of the 
course’s 27 holes would be eliminated to ease financial problems for the club. 


Golf club in Dundalk 
wants to build houses 


Sparrows Point course would shrink to build 300 units 


By PAMELA Woop 
The Baltimore Sun 


A Dundalk country club that’s been in 
business for nearly 100 years is planning 
to eliminate one-third of its golf course 
to make room for more than 300 
townhouses, detached homes and villas 
on its waterfront property. 

Citing the financial strain of declining 
membership, Sparrows Point Country 
Club is asking Baltimore County for 
approval to build the homes to keep the 
club afloat — and take advantage of the 
area’s resurgence stemming from devel- 
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opment of the Tradepoint Atlantic 
industrial campus. 

Joe Roux, the country club’s general 
manager, said it is grappling with 
financial challenges also faced by other 
clubs. Selling off some land for devel- 
opment will bring an infusion of cash 
that can be used to upgrade the facilities. 

“It’s the same issues all country clubs 
are dealing with,” said Roux, who joined 
the club this summer. “Finding ways to 
upgrade your facilities to attract new 
members and finding ways to do that 
without raising dues and assessments.” 
See GOLF CLUB, page 9 
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Second 
officer's 
hearing 


begins 


Lieutenant is charged 
with 10 counts of 
violating police policies 


By KEVIN RECTOR 
The Baltimore Sun 


The administrative trial of Lt. Brian Rice on 
10 charges he violated police policies during 
and after the 2015 arrest of Freddie Gray 
began Monday with attorney Neil Duke 
writing “WITH RANK COMES RESPONSI- 
BILITY” in large letters on a white board. 

Duke, who is prosecuting the case for 
Baltimore, then accused Rice ofnot only failing 
to ensure Gray’s safety and secure evidence in 
his death, but of inhibiting the investigation by 
telling other officers not to 
cooperate. 

“Hed do all the talking” 
Duke said Rice told his 
team. 

Rice was the highest- 
ranking officer working in 
the Western District on 
the day of Gray’s arrest, 
which he ordered, over- 
saw and participated in. 
He placed Gray in hand- 
cuffs and leg shackles but unsecured by a seat 
belt in the back of the van. The van was driven 
to multiple stops before Gray was ultimately 
found in the back unconscious and not 
breathing, with severe spinal cord injuries. He 
died in the hospital a week later. 

Rice, who was acquitted of involuntary 
manslaughter and other charges at a criminal 
trial last year, is now charged administratively 
with failing to ensure Gray’s safety and with 
failing in his duties as a supervisor. 

He is being tried before a three-member 
panel of law enforcement officers at the 
University of Baltimore. The panel is chaired 
by Prince George’s County Police Maj. Melvin 
Powell and also includes Baltimore Police 
Capt. Charles Thompson and Baltimore 
Police Lt. Bryant Moore. Powell declined to 
comment Monday, and Thompson and 
Moore could not be reached for comment. 

Ifthe panel finds Rice guilty of any of the 10 
charges or the nearly 30 stipulated violations 
they involve, it will recommend a punishment 
to Police Commissioner Kevin Davis. 
See TRIAL, page 6 
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MOORE ALLEGATIONS: | id 
Amid new allegations that 
Alabama Senate candidate 
Roy Moore molested 
teenage girls decades ago, 
GOP leaders intensified 
their calls Monday for him to 
quit the race, even threat- 
ening to expel Moore if he 
wins. NEWS PG 4 
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NEW CABINET CANDIDATE: Turning to an 
industry he’s rebuked, President Donald Trump 
on Monday picked a former top pharmaceutical 
and government executive — who’s a native of 
Salisbury — to be his health and human services 
secretary. NEWS PG 6 


MARYLAND 


BREAK FOR PUBLIC SAFETY WORKERS: 
Baltimore police and firefighters who choose to 
live in the city will get a $2,500-a-year property 
tax credit under legislation approved by the City 
Council. NEWS PG 2 


TODAY’S WEATHER 
CLOUDS AND SUN 
HIGH = 


Mostly sunny Wednesday SPORTS PG 12 
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